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Board Meeting Minutes for August 11, 2026

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 7:00pm by Neil Kennedy
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA/APPROVAL OF AGENDA: None
MEMBERS PRESENT: Neil Kennedy, James George (Online), Steve Weller (Online), Dawn Poetter – Absent, Board Vacancy - TBD
STAFF/VOLUNTEERS PRESENT: Fire Chief Greg Brody (Online), Board Secretary Lt. Charollette Tannery, Lt. Brandon Carr, Volunteer – Dave Serman
VISITORS PRESENT: James Pisarsky, Lee Costanzo
APPROVAL OF 7-14-2026 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: Steve Weller made a motion to approve the July 14, 2026 regular meeting minutes. James George seconded the motion. James George voted yes, Steve Weller voted yes, Neil Kennedy voted yes, Dawn Poetter was absent. Motion carried by members present.
NEWSLETTER: Next VFD article will be in the September 3rd issue of Vernonia’s Voice. VFD is partnering with OSFM & Columbia County Public Health for an event on September 19, 2026. This event will be from 5:00-6:00pm at the Legion Hall and is for a community wildfire protection plan engagement survey. 
CORRESPONDENCE: None
TREASURER’S REPORT / CHECKS TO BE SIGNED: Steve Weller made a motion to approve the bills as listed. James George seconded the motion. James George voted yes, Steve Weller voted yes, Neil Kennedy voted yes, Dawn Poetter was absent. Motion carried by members present.
CHIEF’S REPORT: Total calls for July: 50 (July 2025: 52) / Total calls for 2026: 351 (Total 2025: 347). Total training hours for July 163. Training includes: Hose Deployments, Drafting/Portatank Ops, Tender Ops, Burn Education, Unloading/Loading Pre-Connects Refresher, SCBAs, Medical BLS Skills. 
“Shift Pull” hours: 94.25 
Chief Brody is on wildland deployment in Klamath Falls, OR. Lt. Abney is at the same fire on HB451. New EMS Volunteers: Dave Sherman & Liam Carter. The district has had 3 lifeflight activations in the last week and a half. City Building Ordinance on Illegal Burning in city limits, in effect. Crews will work with PD on this. It is entirely discretionary by VPD, but they may seek VFD input on scene. Chief Brody was deployed for 18 days. Lt. Catt was deployed for 11 days. Total reimbursement for staff and apparatus on deployment is expected to be $35-40k. All wages and apparatus reimbursement is paid by OSFM. The district is still awaiting 2 pickups from Hillsboro FD. New-to-us Engine 451 is now in service. Chief Brody received a $25,000.00 grant for the district from The Oregon Community Foundation to convert U452 into a light brush rig. The staff was accepted into IAFF Union 1660; negotiations are in the works. NNO cancelled due to heat and low air quality. The district has a credit for $2401 from MES.
OLD BUSINESS: 
BOARD POLICIES – Tabled until 2026 fire season is over. 
STRATEGIC PLAN - Tabled until Fall 2026
LEVY PROPOSAL – Neil Kennedy has levy ideas to discuss at future meetings.
Columbia County 9-1-1 – 911 has no future levy plans. The board discussed planning a work session in the future.
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION 2026-3: Declaring a Vacancy – Neil Kennedy read the resolution out loud, “A resolution of the board of directors of the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District declaring a vacancy on the board of directors and establishing procedure to fill the open seat”. Steve Weller made a motion to accept Resolution 2026-3. James George seconded the motion. James George voted yes, Steve Weller voted yes, Neil Kennedy voted yes, Dawn Poetter was absent. Motion carried by members present.
RESIGNATION OF BOARD MEMBER / FILLING POSITION / INTERESTED PARTIES – Neil Kennedy read Board of Directors’ member, Amy Barton’s, resignation letter. No action was needed. The district received two letters of interest for the open board of director’s position. Visitor Lee Costanzo offered to help the district in either a board member role or as a volunteer; wherever he may be needed. The board members present agreed to moved “Interested Parties” to the September 8, 2026 board meeting.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION: None
ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (Open to Public, Board and Staff Participation): None
AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS (From Board Members and District Personnel): None
GOOD OF THE ORDER: None
 ADJOURN MEETING: Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm.
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 7:00pm - Regular Board Meeting.

Minutes Approved this ________ day of ______________________, 2026

_________________________________		_________________________________
Signed – Charollette Tannery – Secretary		Signed – Neil Kennedy – Board President
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