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Vernonia RFPD Chief’s Report
July 2025

Operations:
1- Total calls for service: 52.   2025 YTD: 347      (2024 YTD 352)
2- Work done on Heavy Brush (leaking pump/ gauge replacement and radio swap). Minor valve change on WT 451 done for free by Dean Smith
3- Interesting calls:
A- House fire on Fir Street August 1st. We had extra personnel on duty and were able to make an aggressive attack on the fire. Exterior damage and part of attic space involved. Damage estimate: $75,000. Assistance from Mist- Birkenfeld Fire appreciated.
B- Two wildland fires back-to-back in SW Columbia County and part of Clatsop County. VFD sent brush truck and tender. These were mutual aid assists to ODF.
C- Three mutual aid calls by chief to CFD (Truck fire, elevator rescue and Vernonia Fire Chief was Incident Commander at major fire at the GP Wauna Mill (billed).
D- Mutual aid to Clatsop County- Animal rescue
Training (internal and external)
1- Training topics: Wildland drill, SCBA Demo, Vehicle Fires, Scene size-up/ spinal immobilization
2- Total man-hours of VFD training: 229
3- Upcoming training: Vehicle extrication, Officer training

Administrative:
1- Several Volunteers have donated time to stand-by the station and “pull shift”. This is defined as a volunteer here, on-duty, in uniform and ready to respond. This includes time put in by Deputy Chief Meyer. Total hours- 225.5. It should be noted that most of these volunteers are trainees, and not certified firefighters or EMT’s
2- Summer staffing grant going well. No issues reported. 
3- Back shed painted by Director George for cost of supplies only (Thank you!)
4- Millis property update
5- Meeting with Banks/ Elsie and ODF regarding joint responses to Wolf Creek area.
6- Jamboree- success. Numerous related medical calls. Nothing of significance.
7- National Night out
8- Uniform update
9- Inspection agreement with Scappoose Fire in effect. Seems to be working well.
10-  Recognize Adam Harness
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